
Clarence Paul Ratliff
June 16, 1922 - May 7, 2022

Clarence "Paul" Ratliff, age 99 of Washington, passed away Saturday, May 7,
2022 at the Norman VA Center.  He was born June 16, 1922 in Blanchard,
OK, to Jimmie and Maggie (Barnett) Ratliff. Paul was raised on the family
homestead that started with his mother's 1899 Indian Allotment along with his
other 10 siblings (Paul being next to the youngest). He graduated from
Washington High School with the Warrior Class of 1940 and joined the United
States Navy in 1943. He served his country proudly as a naval aviator flying
the F6F Hellcat and seeing action in both the European and Pacific theaters
during World War II.  Paul married his best friend and the love of his life,
Juanita Louise Townsend on December 11, 1943 in Mobile, AL.  They settled
on the family homestead in 1947 and began working the ranch and
developing a successful dairy operation. During the 1950's, several years of
severe drought hit the region and Paul took a job temporarily at an aircraft
company, Aero Commander, hoping conditions would improve. But, the steady
pay and uncertain weather eventually convinced him to relocate the family to
Oklahoma City.  He stayed with the aircraft company through multiple mergers
with Rockwell International, Chrysler and finally Gulfstream. While living in
Oklahoma City, Paul and Juanita raised four children, son Paul and
daughters, Dianah Sue, Paula and Jan. Shortly before and in preparation for
retirement, they returned to the family ranch and built a new home in 1975.
Paul worked for a few more years and eventually retired as plant manager
and superintendent after more than 23 years of dedicated service.  Paul was a



hard worker and loved every day on the farm.  He was up before the sun and
only quit after it had set. He stayed busy gardening as well as raising cattle
and horses.  He enjoyed quail, duck and elk hunting and never missed an
opportunity to go fishing.  He was a man of great faith; a 32nd Degree
Freemason, and a faithful member of the First Baptist Church in Washington. 
In addition to being a wonderful father, grandfather, uncle or friend, Paul was
also a true inspiration!  He will be dearly missed! 
He was preceded in death by: his wife, Juanita Ratliff; daughter, Dianah Sue
Slusser; grandson, Shaun Stratton; parents, Jimmie and Maggie Ratliff and
siblings, Buddy "Buck" Ratliff, Lloyd Ratliff, Ryan "Preach" Ratliff, Margaret
"Maggie" Stapp, Lottie Payne, Aubrey Ratliff, Floreta Myers, Vera Reed,
Marvin Ratliff and Bronell Ratliff. 
Paul is survived by: his son, Paul D. Ratliff and wife Devey of Washington;
daughters, Paula Locke and husband Allen of McAlester and Jan Stovall and
husband Jim of Yukon; 12 grandchildren; 25 great grandchildren; 10 great
great grandchildren and a host of other family and friends. 
Funeral Services are scheduled for 10:00 A.M. Thursday, May 12, 2022, at
Washington First Baptist Church.  Burial will follow at the Hillside Cemetery in
Purcell.  Send online condolences @ www.wilsonlittle.com 
First Baptist Church - 100 S. Main Washington, OK 73093     405/288-6060
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Ramona Wates - May 17, 2022 at 12:00 AM

For the time he was here, he was special to me. I am praying for the
family.

Thomas Council - May 10, 2022 at 12:00 AM

Although I am no longer family I have always loved and respected
the man I knew as Grandpa Ratliff. He was a wise and simple man
with a world of knowledge and endless stories. He will be greatly
missed by all of those who knew him.

Larry and Betsy Ratliff - May 10, 2022 at 12:00 AM

Larry and I are having a very hard time over this. Uncle Paul was so
special to us. We know that he was lifted to his Godly home and
enjoying the reunion with Aunt Juanita, but our hearts still hurt. We
will miss all the stories that he told us. A very remarkable man Uncle
Paul was and loved to by so very many people never to be
forgotten. Prayer of comfort and healing to all.


