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February 5, 1957 - April 27, 2024

Regina Rhea McDowell

Regina Rhea McDowell 67, was born Feb. 5, 1957 in Okarche Oklahoma. She
died on April 27, 2024 at Norman Regional Hospital after a long illness,
surrounded by family that adored her as much as she did them. Regina was
the second child of Ellen and Eugene McDowell. Regina spent most of her
childhood in the Yukon Oklahoma area attending Yukon High school and later
acquiring her GED. From 1992 to 1994 Regina attended Murray State College
graduating with a degree in Computer Data. She was a longtime employee of
Delta Community Action as a computer tech up until she was forced to retire
for health reasons.

In 1980 Regina married Billy Ray Short. From this union they had two
children. Donavan R. Short and Kristina R. Avery. Donavan married Jessica
Bundy in 1997 and gave Regina her first two grandchildren, Marina and
Jazmyn. Kristina married and gave Regina her last three grandchildren,
Colton, Blake and Allyson. This is where Regina received her most prized title
that she so proudly boasted as "Mema". Regina later was blessed with four
great grandchildren. Marina had three children, Kade, Kruz and Kamille.
Jazmyn recently gave birth to Miguel. Regina is also expecting her fifth great
grandchild in November from Blake (Dara).

Regina also had two siblings, Janyce Rhoads (Stan) and Bradley McDowell
(Kay). Her siblings made her an aunt to 7 nieces and nephews. Janyce had



five children, Carly Gilkerson (James), Jason Skoch (Karen), Clay Skoch,
Daniel Skoch, and Bryan Rhoads. Bradley had two children, Jason McDowell
and John McDowell. Several of Regina's nieces and nephews made her a
great aunt to thirteen great nieces and nephews.

Regina was preceded in death by her grandparents, Murvil and Mary
McDowell and Bryan and Daisy Moberly. Her husband Billy Short, and her
father Eugene McDowell.

She is survived by her mother, Ellen Grossman of Oklahoma City, Ok; Her
children, Donavan and Jessica Short of Slaughterville, Ok., Kristina and John
Avery of Lexington, Ok., Her sister Janyce and Stan Rhoads of Piedmont, Ok.,
Her brother Bradley and Kay McDowell of Oklahoma City, Ok. Five
grandchildren, four great grandchildren, seven nieces and nephews and
thirteen great nieces and nephews. Her best friend and soul sister, and God
Parent of Donavan and Kristina, of 50 years, Ramona Craig-Thompson of
Oklahoma City, Ok.

A celebration of life service will be held at 10:00 a.m. on Saturday May 4,
2024 at Wilson-Little Funeral Home in Purcell, Ok.

Flowers and memorials can be sent to Wilson-Little funeral Home in Purcell,
Ok.



Tribute Wall

I knew Regina through my friend, Cherrie. One special memory of
mine of Regina, we went to Regina's house for a visit, a bright
sunny day. | can't remember the specifics aside from Regina
greeting us on the front porch. | was instantly amazed and envious
by her freshly worked soil to the right of her porch (or left), clearly
hand worked, leveled by hand as if she used a level, no weeds, no
grass, rich, loose soil ready for planting, not an easy feat for people
our age, even then. | complimented Regina's hard work, my
awestruck facial appearance sincere. | could tell by Regina's
flattered, shocked expression, that no one had noticed and/or
praised her except me, a precious memory burned on my brain for a
reason. Another memory, either Regina gave me a self-help healing
cassette tape by a female author who uses the word "fascinating” a
lot, or | passed it onto Regina. But inside the book/tape, there's a
story about a little boy who was trying to heal himself of cancer with
his imagination, firing at his tumor with his imaginary guns, trying to
destroy it, his guns blasting away, but it wasn't working, his cancer
wouldn't die. Until one day, his imaginary guns wouldn't fire, and the
little boy was healed, quote by the little boy, "God took my guns
away." ~ Terry Tilson

Terry Tilson - May 13, 2024 at 12:00 AM



